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The Retraction Watch Database has launched. Here’s what
you need to know
We’ve been anticipating the launch of the Retraction Watch database because we’re often asked by HDR
candidates and other early career researchers how to determine if a paper has been retracted. The database is a
great (and free) service for the research community.

What are your hopes for the database?
As a number of studies have demonstrated, retracted papers continue to be cited as if they had never been
retracted. That’s a problem, because it suggests there’s far more wasted effort going into dead ends than there
needs to be. And it’s a fixable problem, because one hopes scientists wouldn’t knowingly reference retracted
papers.

That’s where the database comes in. We know that many publishers aren’t very good about marking papers as
retracted, nor about alerting databases about retractions. By including all retractions, including those that aren’t
well-marked on publishers’ sites, or in databases, we hope to make it difficult, if not impossible, to read a paper
without knowing whether it was retracted. For that to happen, what’s in our database would have to make it into
libraries and reference management software, and that’s a next step.
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Ten ways of ensuring affordable professional development
in your institution
Research institutions have a responsibility under the Australian Code to ‘Provide ongoing training and education
that promotes and supports responsible research conduct for all researchers and those in other relevant roles’
(Responsibility 4). Among other things, the National Statement requires that each member of an HREC (National
Statement 5.2.3c) receives professional development.

Some institutions may feel that this places a significant burden on the staff responsible for and the funds
available for human research ethics and integrity. It won’t surprise you to hear that AHRECS thinks it can help.

1. We have created an expanding suite of professional development resources for subscribers in Patreon.
Many of our clients are happy for us to share materials that have been developed for their specific needs once
they have had first use, knowing that they will also benefit from the generosity of our other clients as part of a
community of practice. A subscription of USD15 per month (approx. AUD20) enables access to all materials;
these can then be shared across your institution. You can see two examples of the resources here.
See https://www.patreon.com/ahrecs  for more information and to subscribe.

AHRECS Human research ethics workshop in Thailand
One of our consultants (Dr Lindsey Te Ata o Tu MacDonald) recently facilitated a seminar on research ethics in
the department of politics and governance at Mahasarakham University, Thailand. After 5 minutes setting out the
institutions and codes of Thailand, Lindsey’s session was a practical ‘how to guide’ on research ethics for
students and staff. Lindsey has often been called on to give such talks as Chair of the New Zealand Ethics
Committee (see nzethics.com) and in his earlier role as Chair of the University of Canterbury Human Ethics
Committee. Interestingly, the way in which Lindsey asks researchers to ‘imaginative engage’ with the ethics of
their project by asking them how they would design their project if their Grandmother wanted to participate, and it
was a stranger doing the research – what Lindsey calls the ‘grandmother test’ – translated directly in to Thai, as
the ‘Yai test’.

For more on ‘imaginative engagement’ see Guillemin, M., Gillam, L., Rosenthal, D., & Bolitho, A.
(2008). Investigating human research ethics in practice: Project report. Melbourne, VIC, Australia: Centre for
Health and Society, The University of Melbourne. , and For Lindsey’s first paper setting out the ‘grandmother test’
see. MacDonald, L. T. A. O. T. (2018). Ethics and Politics. In M. Tolich & C. Davidson (Eds.), Social Science
Research in NZ (4th ed.). Auckland: University of Auckland Press.

Read more

Read more

https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/about-us/publications/australian-code-responsible-conduct-research-2018
https://nhmrc.gov.au/about-us/publications/national-statement-ethical-conduct-human-research-2007-updated-2018#chapter_5_2__responsibilities_of_hrecs__other_ethical_review_bodies__and_researchers
https://ahrecs.com/ahrecs-admin/get-access-to-some-great-resources-two-examples-provided-in-this-post-and-support-events-like-the-construct-voices-panels
https://www.patreon.com/ahrecs
http://nzethics.com/
https://ahrecs.com/research-integrity/the-retraction-watch-database-has-launched-heres-what-you-need-to-know
https://ahrecs.com/ahrecs-admin/ten-ways-of-ensuring-affordable-professional-development-in-your-institution


25/12/18, 8(38 amResearch Ethics Monthly - December 2018 edition

Page 3 of 7https://us13.campaign-archive.com/?u=e12866874805f610ff84582fc&id=1289c983ce

A Holiday Message from the AHRECS team

Read more

https://ahrecs.com/ahrecs-admin/ahrecs-human-research-ethics-workshop-in-thailand


25/12/18, 8(38 amResearch Ethics Monthly - December 2018 edition

Page 4 of 7https://us13.campaign-archive.com/?u=e12866874805f610ff84582fc&id=1289c983ce

Don't know what to buy your favourite research ethicist as a gift? Perhaps buy them a subscription to our Patreon
page for 1-15USD/month :) 

While you are here...

Did you enjoy this edition? Would you like to support the work we do? If so, please consider helping us cover the
cost of matters such as hosting the Research Ethics Monthly and other web development by becoming an
AHRECS Patron.

In addition to the warm glow from supporting our work, you will be subscribed for monthly updates of useful
material (such as resources for use in your local workshops).

Subscriptions start at USD1/month and USD15/month gives you access to all materials.

A few profiled items from the subscribers’ area:

(i) Conflicts of interest reading list - Resource

(ii) How does human research demonstrate beneficence? - Activity

(iii) Ghost Authorship - Image

(iv A rose thorn by any other name? - Discussion piece

https://www.patreon.com/ahrecs
https://www.patreon.com/posts/conflicts-of-23036891
https://www.patreon.com/posts/how-does-human-22881181


25/12/18, 8(38 amResearch Ethics Monthly - December 2018 edition

Page 5 of 7https://us13.campaign-archive.com/?u=e12866874805f610ff84582fc&id=1289c983ce

(v) How should respect be expressed in human research? - Activity

Coming in January 2019: Template ppt for workshops about the Australian Code (2018) with
facilitator notes, a vignette sheet and a library of x26 2 minute audio clips (spoken by Mark Israel)
about the significance of the update and real examples of researcher missteps.

To subscribe and for more information click here.

Please join us in saying a big thank you to our new Gold Patrons:

(Identity withheld at the Patron's request) National research funding body

Bond University

Edith Cowan University

(Identity withheld at the Patron's request) University

(Identity withheld at the Patron's request) Two individual donors

Things You May Have Missed...
Resource Library (https://ahrecs.com/ahresources)

1.  China introduces ‘social’ punishments for scientific misconduct – Nature

2. What These Medical Journals Don’t Reveal: Top Doctors’ Ties to Industry – New York Times

3. The main obstacles to better research data management and sharing are cultural. But change is in

our hands – LSE Blog

4. Recognizing Contributions and Giving Credit – EOS Editors’ Vox

5. The Ethical Quandary of Human Infection Studies - Undark

Blog (https://ahrecs.com/blog)

1.  Beneficence as a Principle in Human Research

2.  Get access to some great resources (two examples included in this post) and support events like

the Constructive Voices panels

https://www.patreon.com/posts/conflicts-of-23036891
https://www.patreon.com/ahrecs
https://ahrecs.com/resources/china-introduces-social-punishments-for-scientific-misconduct-nature-david-cyranoski-december-2018
https://ahrecs.com/resources/what-these-medical-journals-dont-reveal-top-doctors-ties-to-industry-new-york-times-charles-ornstein-and-katie-thomas-december-2018
https://ahrecs.com/resources/the-main-obstacles-to-better-research-data-management-and-sharing-are-cultural-but-change-is-in-our-hands-lse-blog-marta-teperek-and-alastair-dunning-november-2018
https://ahrecs.com/resources/recognizing-contributions-and-giving-credit-eos-editors-vox-brooks-hanson-and-susan-webb-august-2018
https://ahrecs.com/resources/the-ethical-quandary-of-human-infection-studies-undark-linda-nordling-november-2018
https://ahrecs.com/human-research-ethics/beneficence-as-a-principle-in-human-research
https://ahrecs.com/human-research-ethics/get-access-to-some-great-resources-two-examples-provided-in-this-post-and-support-events-like-the-construct-voices-panels
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3. The value of respect in human research ethics: a conceptual analysis and a practical guide

4. Undue Influence in Research Between High-Income and Lower-Income Countries

5. Justice in Human Research Ethics: A Conceptual and Practical Guide

Do you know someone
who hasn’t subscribed

yet to the Research
Ethics Monthly? 

Please encourage them
to subscribe now and

help us grow this
community

Got an idea
for a post

or a suggestion
for a guest? 

Send an email to
gary@ahrecs.com

Do you have a view,
feedback or some

constructive criticism on
this or other posts?

Every item has comment
link so you can have

your say and continue
the conversation.

RESOURCE LIBRARY
Have you checked out the resource library recently?
New items are added daily. There are separate sections
for Human Research Ethics and Research Integrity.
There are subsections for different categories of items
e.g. ‘In the news’ and books.

We hate spam and definitely don’t want to bother you with unwanted emails.
Click here to change your subscription settings.

This newsletter is authorized by the AHRECS team, click here for contact and other details.

We would never divulge your details to anyone else, including not disclosing whether you’re a subscriber, without your
permission.
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