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A Model for the Participation of Indigenous
Children and Young People in Research

Dr Holly Doel-Mackaway | Lecturer | Macquarie Law School |

Dr Doel-Mackaway’s Macquarie staff page | holly.doel-mackaway@mq.edu.au

Following my September 2017 piece: Ethics and the Participation of Indigenous Children
and Young People in Research, this article briefly overviews the research model I
developed in my PhD. The model is based on a children’s rights-based approach (CRBA)
to research informed by Indigenous research methodologies. It combines Laura Lundy’s[1]
analysis of Article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) with aspects of
Indigenous research methodologies articulated by Ray (Indigenous convergence
methodology)[2] and Nakata (Indigenous standpoint theory).[3] The field research methods
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sought to engage with children and young people in a culturally appropriate and child
friendly way by using Bessarab and Ng’andu’s[4] ‘yarning’ approach, as well as a range of
other child friendly and play based methods such as drawing, modelling with playdough, as
well as photography and peer-to-peer video interviewing using iPads[5].

Lundy’s diagram below highlights the interpretation of Article 12 of the CRC adopted in the
research. This interpretation emphasises that Article 12 requires governments to ensure
children and young people not only have the opportunity to voice their views about matters
affecting them, but that their views are taken into consideration and influence the decisions
that are made.

Ethical research with young children: Whose
research, whose agenda?
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The last decade has seen increased global focus on research with young children within
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and across a range of disciplines (Farrell, 2016). The period, birth to age eight years,
known colloquially as the ‘early years’ or ‘early childhood’, has been conceptualized as
pivotal to young children’s current wellbeing and future life chances and, in turn, the
increasing focus of research within the disciplines of education, health, human services,
developmental science, law, economics and neuroscience. New theoretical perspectives,
expanded methodological approaches and fresh lines of inquiry are being brought to bear
on the ethical design, conduct and dissemination of early childhood research (Kagan,
Tisdall & Farrell, 2016). The global focus on ethical research with young children has been
prefaced, to some extent, by global recognition of the rights of children to participation and
protection in everyday activities (Tisdall, 2012). Despite the focus on children and their
rights, child research is largely an adult enterprise serving adult-driven agendas, albeit
driven by genuine adult concern for children’s rights to participation and protection. On the
one hand, it is driven by the imperative to protect children, quite rightly, from risk of harm,
often drawing upon normative views of child development and...
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AHRECS has a LinkedIn company page. Please drop by, follow us and promote in
your networks.

You can this post and earlier posts at www.ahrecs.com/blog
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