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Ethical use of social media as a recruitment
tool

Building the Conversation

From this month we will start including posts about the ethical design of human research.
Our intent is not to present these ideas as the definitive or only way to appproach a
particular challenge/need but instead as prompts to get us all - participants, researchers,
reviewers, regulators, adminsitrators and other stakeholders - discussing useful and
helpful approaches to the design, research ethics review and conduct of human
research.

There are numerous reasons why social media can appear an attractive way to reach
potential participants – it may be free or at least relatively inexpensive, it is increasingly
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ubiquitous across a range of Australian age groups (Sensis, 2017), and can be a powerful
way to build an ongoing connection with a cohort of potential participants.

A recent issue of The American Journal of Bioethics focussed on the ethics of using social
media as research platforms. An article by Luke Galinas and his colleagues (Galinas et al.,
2017) noted the lack of resources and regulatory guidance in the United States on the use
of social media as a recruitment tool. They concluded that this was a significant problem
since, for all its benefits, use of social media is not without ethical and practical challenges
and traps. Fortunately, these are not insurmountable. Galinas’ article explored how
biomedical researchers might respond in the United States by attending to the issues of
researcher transparency and respect for the privacy of participants; in this blog post, we
provide advice for Australian researchers and reviewers in an effort to stimulate further
discussion between them.

Help us grow the community seeking a
constructive change
In a few very simple ways you can help us grow this great community:

1. If you know someone (especially research ethics committee members or
other research ethics reviewers, researchers, research office staff, regulators or
commentators) who hasn't subscribed to the Research Ethics Monthly please ask
them to subscribe now.

2. Please follow AHRECS on LinkedIn - https://www.linkedin.com/company/ahrecs/.
3. Perhaps comment on an item in the blog.
4. Let us know what you think of the new Building the Conversation category of items.
5. Submit an item for the Research Ethics Monthly or suggest a topic.
6. Suggest an item to be included in the Resource Library

We know you are busy so we'd appreciate whatever you can do to help.

Did you miss?
Following us on LinkedIn, Twitter or Facebook is a great way of ensuring you don't miss
any posts, resource items or news,
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3. Dealing with “normal” misbehavior in science: Is gossip enough?
4. In a world of hijacked, clone and zombie publishing, where shouldn’t I publish?
5. Terms and conditions apply

RECENT RESOURCE LIBRARY ADDITIONS

1. Global Health Research in an Unequal World: Ethics Case Studies from Africa
2. Researcher discovers paper published by co-author in another journal
3. The Ethics Journey in Children’s Research: Checklist
4. Is predatory scientific publishing “becoming an organized industry”?
5. Researchers under scrutiny after noise experiment prompts ‘violent’ reaction

You can this post and earlier posts at www.ahrecs.com/blog

Do you know someone
who hasn’t subscribed

yet to the Research
Ethics Monthly? 

Please encourage them
to subscribe now and

help us grow this
community

Got an idea
for a post

or a suggestion
for a guest? 

Send an email to
gary@ahrecs.com

Do you have a view,
feedback or some

constructive criticism on
this or other posts?

Every item has comment
link so you can have

your say and continue
the conversation.

RESOURCE LIBRARY
Have you checked out the resource library recently?
New items are added daily. There are separate sections
for Human Research Ethics and Research Integrity.
There are subsections for different categories of items
e.g. ‘In the news’ and books.

We hate spam and definitely don’t want to be bother you with an wanted emails.
Click here to change your subscription settings.

This newsletter is authorized by the AHRECS team, click here for contact and other details.
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